No. 3 September 2006 -SAJP syndromes. Tiihones and Eronen 3 found that men diagnosed with schizophrenia were 7 times more likely to commit murder than men without schizophrenia. For women the chances were 15 times higher. In Germany, Hansen and Schmidt 6 found that serious misconducts like murder, violence, arson and rape were mainly committed by offenders with personality disorders (74%).
Thirty per cent of the offenders charged with arson were psychotic and 10% were mentally retarded. Offenders diagnosed with schizophrenia and other non-affective psychosis committed more violent crimes than accused with manic-depression. In England Walker and McCabe 7 found that 41% of mentally ill offenders were diagnosed with schizophrenia, 35% were mentally disabled, 12% had personality disorders and 8% affective disorders. Several studies 4, [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] have been conducted to highlight tendencies with regard to triability and accountability. The percentage of offenders found to be not triable ranged between 1.2% 13 and 77%. 15 Cohrane et al. 12 found that 12% of 1 710 accused were unaccountable. Verster and Van Rensburg 4 found that 32.5% of the offenders charged with murder were unaccountable.
Objective
The aim of the study was to analyse offenders referred to the At the end of the 30-day observation period and after all the data have been collected, a forensic conference is held to discuss the information in detail. A diagnosis is formulated and a decision is made regarding the triability and/or acountability of the offender.
Methods

Study design and population
Thereafter the report for the court is compiled.
A data form was compiled and used to transfer the relevant information from the accused's clinical file.
Data analysis
The data were summarised using frequencies and percentages (categorical variables) and means or percentiles (numerical variables). Subgroups were compared with regard to categorical variables using the chi-squared or Fisher's exact test.
Ethics
The study was approved by the Ethics Committee, Faculty of 
Results and discussion
Most of the participants were male (94.6%) and single (66.3%).
The ages ranged from 12 to 75 years, with a median age of 30 years. A possible explanation for this finding was the high unemployment rate in this group. reported that 77% of the offenders charged with murder had a history of alcohol abuse and 36% of cannabis abuse. As already mentioned, a study conducted in Finland 3 found that substance abuse increased the possibility of violent crime in men by 15% and in women by 55%.
More than half (54.3%) of the offenders were found to have no mental illness or defect. These findings are supported by the studies of Gagiano et al. 9 (52%), Slabber et al. 8 When comparing the main offences, namely murder, assault, sexual crimes and theft, schizophrenia was found to be the most common psychiatric condition, ranging from a rate of 16.2%
